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2009 R ATTLESNAKE MASTER RUN  REPORT 
by Derek Liebert and Lynne Scott 

R ecently, a Master Naturalist told me that they had 
always wondered what happened to the prairie seed 

that was collected by volunteers. òAfter all,ó he said, òWe 
collect it, give it to 
you, and never really 
see it again.ó Hearing 
this made me realize 
that many of our hard 
working volunteers 
donõt get to be 
involved in every step 
in the òseed 
collection to plant 
establishmentó 
process. It truly is an 

amazing process that should culminate in a feeling of 
accomplishment for all volunteers that were involved along 

the way. So what really happens to the seed? This is what I 
found out: 

Drew Becker at Allerton Park has a myriad of volunteers 
that have helped make the prairies a reality. They include 
hunter volunteers, Master Naturalists, Allerton Allies, 
students and many others. This year he has two prairie 
restorations underway. One is a three acre area known as the 
maintenance shed prairie and another that is located at the old 
Allerton Diversified Farm. This one is about 10 acres. Last 
year volunteers helped collect seed, plant it in the greenhouse, 
and then planted 1,500 prairie plugs in a five year old 
restoration at Allerton. Drew is currently cleaning seed for the 
two restorations and says that he has cleaned at least 40 pounds 
of grey headed coneflower this year.  

The Urbana Park District has benefited greatly from 
volunteer seed collection. Much of Meadowbrook Parkõs 

(Continued on page 7) 

R ace day weather was pleasant, 
and despite an abundance of rain 

the week prior and very muddy condi-
tions, the 2009 Rattlesnake Master òRun 
for the Prairieó enjoyed record participa-
tion of 193 individuals, up considerably 
from the 132 participants in 2008. 
Thanks to these participants and our 
sponsors, the race is expected to gross 
approximately $2,200.  

The race would not have been a suc-
cess without the help of 35 volunteers. 
Key among these were Lynne Scott and 
Derek Liebert who acted as co-race coor-
dinators, Jesse Kurylo who was the race 
announcer and registration coordinator, 
Brenda Molano-Flores who was the 
course set-up coordinator, Connie Car-
roll-Cunningham who provided the 
course layout and was the food and bev-

erage coordinator, and Alison Meanor 
who was the awards coordinator. Other 
volunteers included Jean Mengelkoch 
and Paul Marcum who assisted with 
course set up and announcing mile times, 
Molly McNicoll and Stacey James who 
along with numerous parkland students 
provided on course direction, Grant 
Cunningham, Dan Olson, and Kevin 
Saylor who assisted Jed from Body n Sole 
with timing, Valerie Sivicek and Eric 
Gertner who were the 10K and 5K pace 
bike leads, Julian Fleming who assisted 
with race PR, and Tom Rice who pro-
vided the registration flyer layout. Many, 
many thanks to all who helped out!  

The race also benefited enormously 
from the support of its sponsors who 
assisted with cash donations and numer-
ous in-kind services. Sponsors for this 

years race included Body ôn Sole, Bro-
eren Russo Construction Inc., Campus 
Sportswear, Curtis Orchards, Dandelion, 
Esquire, Great Harvest, Illinois Portable 
Toilets, Law Offices of Evans, Froehlich, 
Beth & Chamley, Macks Recycling, Rick 
Orr, Road ID, Strawberry Fields, Wild-
Country, and Winfield Village. 

The race followed a slightly altered 
ending this year due to severe flooding at 
Meadowbrook Park along an eroded 
section of trail that is scheduled to be 
closed for restoration this winter. The 
new finish line in front of the awards/
registration pavilion was a hit and we 
expect the race will keep this same new 
ending next year. 

 
Rattlesnake Master photos featured on pages 
four and five. 

ON THE TRAIL OF PRAIRIE SEEDS 
by Daniel J. Olson 



A utumn is my favorite season of the 
year. I love the cool, crisp, clear days 

of October. You know the days where you 
might need to wear a light jacket or sweater. 
Days where you need to squint, from the 
bright, warm rays of sun as dry leaves 
crackle under your feet. I take comfort lis-
tening to the chirps and drones of crickets 
and grasshoppers when I walk through prai-
ries and grassy fields. 
Quite a picture, huh? That hainõt been 

this year. With weirdly warm or cold tem-
peratures and record rainfall, the idyllic 
picture of Fall was rudely shattered. 

This weather put a bit of a damper on 
seed collection work, but otherwise, GPF 
has been busy. Your Board of Directors has 
been diligently working through a strategic 
plan for the organization. With about 25 
years under our belt, we have been getting 
by okay going from project to project on the 
whims and recommendations of the Board 
and membership, but itõs time we grew up a 
bit. This document will allow us to look into 
the future and plot a course on how we want 
to best effect land conservation in east-
central Illinois. We want you there to help 
us along as well, and youõll be seeing the 
fruit of our work soon. I want to thank Dan 
Olson who took the lead on this project as 
well as everyone who has put time into mak-
ing it happen. This is just part of the process 
on the road to land trust accreditation. 

I did make it out to collect some seed for 
the Loda Prairie expansion as did a few 
other dedicated volunteersñPaul Marcum, 
Bill Handel, and Paul Tessene. As of this 
writing, weõve had one session of seed 
cleaning with at least one more on the way. 

The 2009 Rattlesnake Master Run is in 
the books, and we had another successful 
run. A record number of participants came 
out on a beautiful day in November to run 
and walk through the wilds of Meadowbrook 
Park in Urbana. Many thanks go to Derek 
Liebert, Lynne Scott, Jesse Kurylo, Jean 
Mengelkoch, Paul Marcum, Molly McNi-
coll, Brenda Molano-Flores, Connie Carroll-
Cunningham, and many others for volun-
teering their time to make this event a suc-
cess. 

Jim Payne is a special and amazing vol-
(Continued on page 3) 
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FROM THE BOARD  
by Jamie Ellis, President, GPF 

unteer who dedicates his time to natural areas conservation 
and protection. I want to thank him for over ten years of 
service as Treasurer, and now he gets a much-deserved 
break. Iõm happy and excited that Fred Delcomyn has 

jumped in ready to run as our new Treasurer. 
I want to wish everyone the happiest holidays as we end 

2009 and best wishes as we move into 2010. Get outside 
and enjoy the great outdoors! 

(Continued from page 2) 

A t the Fall Membership Meeting on 
September 25, GPF held its annual 

Board of Directors election. With three 
positions open, there were three in-
cumbents on the slateñJim Payne, 
Derek Liebert, and Jamie Ellis. The 
nominations of these three were unani-
mously accepted by a quorum of mem-
bers present with no nominations from 
the floor. By acclamation, they were all 
elected and will serve a three year 
term. 

With some sadness, we announce the 
resignation of Lynne Scott from the 
Board. Lynne has served GPF in many 
capacities over the past five yearsñ
Board member and secretary, education 
committee chair, Rattlesnake Master 
Run co-chair, and member of the plant 
sale committee. Weõll miss her input, 
but she remains an important member 
and volunteer. 

With the departure of Lynne, the 
Board was actually left with two vacan-
cies. After the membership meeting, 
long-time GPF member and volunteer, 
Dwain Berggren, stepped forward and 
asked to serve as a leader. At the Octo-
ber Board meeting, per the by-laws, the 
Board appointed Dwain to fill a one-year 
term. In case some of you havenõt met 
Dwain, hereõs a bit more about him in 
his own words: 

 
I was born and raised on a black soil-land 

tenant farm in western Illinois. My work and 
play as a boy growing to manhood there left 
me feeling that my personal homeland is a flat 
landscape under wide turbulent skies bearing 
four seasons. My formal education began in a 
one-room country school ð No. 5, north of 
Bushnell, long gone ð and continued at West-

ern Illinois University in Macomb and the 
University of Illinois where I earned degrees in 
Geology and English Literature. I taught 
Freshman English and technical writing in 
several colleges, but I spent 26 years working 
at the Illinois State Geological Survey. I de-
scribe myself as a writing teacher, editor, 
geologist, and an interpretive naturalist. 

Farming and rural life gave me a lifelong 
interest in the nature of woodlands, fields, 

and streams, but I never noticed a prairie until 
a news story in 1985 moved me to visit the 
recently dedicated Loda Cemetery Prairie. And 
I visited frequently that summer. I hadnõt 
studied botany, but I was charmed with the 
little prairieõs flourishing, unkempt, green-
kaleidoscopic, profuse nature. So much so, I 
wrote a postcard to The Nature Conservancy 
expressing interest in the effort to control the 
teasel invasion there. Days later TNC invited 
me to be a Volunteer Steward, I accepted, and 
worked there until 2002. 

In 1985, I immediately began my persis-
tent association with "prairie folk" and their 
organizations: TNC , GPF , Audubon, the 
County Forest Preserve, state conservation 

offices, etc. In the 24 years since, I have been 
warmly grateful for the work so many hun-
dreds of people have given to keep and restore 
and protect the fundamental nature of our 
place in the universe. I volunteered to serve 
this short term on the GPF Board in the same 
spirit, I hope, as all who have taken their 
places in teams weeding, sowing, burning -- 
whatever is necessary ð to do this good work. 

 

Also at the October Board meeting, 
new officers were elected. Jamie Ellis 
remains as President. Dan Olson was 
elected Vice-President; Rob Kanter as 
Secretary; and Fred Delcomyn as Treas-
urer. 

There is still one vacancy left on the 
nine-member Board that needs to be 
filled. The Board has the responsibility to 
set policies and raise money to carry out 
the mission of the organization. Are you 
that person who could step up into this 
important leadership position? If so, 
p l eas e  co nt ac t  Jam ie  E l l i s 
(james.ellis72@gmail.com). 
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RATTLESNAKE MASTER RUN  


